
(L to R) Ken Brand and Warren Brand stand in front of 
one of their trucks, a far cry from the Metro vans the 
company began in. 
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Engineers Association. Ray remembers attend­
ing meetings and making many good friends 
throughout the years. Ken told us that the 
last guarantee call came in about 15 years 
ago from an elderly woman on the West side. 
"I remember the call," said Warren Brand, 
Director of Marketing and Sales. "I couldn't 
believe it. She faxed over the guarantee letter 
and I think it was in the 19th year of the guar­
antee. So, of course, we ~onored the guaran­
tee and went and made the repair. She gave 
us the guarantee letter as a keepsake." 

The market began to cllange 
as natural gas use became more 
prominent. Soon the way of the 
"275s" passed and Chicago Tank 
Lining got to work finding new 
applications for their coatings. 

As we took our virtual walk 
down Michigan Avenue we asked 
what was the most challenging job 
that Chicago Tank had ever faced. 
Their answer was the Chicago 
Board of Trade. 

The year was 1990 and the 
Chicago Board of Trade build­
ing Inad a problem. Three domes­
tic water tanks in the 64-year-old 
building needed lining. The two on 
the 23rd floor were not a problem 
because they could be lined one 
at a time during normal working 

The floor of a cooling tower located on the John Hancock building gets prep 
work done before the coating is applied. 

hours. But there was one on the 
43rd floor that had to be lined over 
a weekend so as not to interfere 
with futures trading. 

Chicago Tank met with the 
CBOT and drafted a plan to line 
the tank over Memorial Day week­
end. It was vitali that the work be 
completed in one weekend so as 
not to iflterfere with tile market's 
opening the following Tuesday. 
The 43rd floor tank supplied the 
water for the critical office space 
and various cooling systems. After 
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Cooling tower floor after coating is applied. 
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As Chicago Tank enters the swimming pool market they 
tackle a most challenging project at the Peninsula Hotel 
in New York. 
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thoughtful planning and organizing, the sched­
ule was set. It was a risky project, but Chicago 
Tank Lining was prepared. In the event that 
something went not as planned, contingency 
plans were put in place. 

Set-up began on Thursday By Friday, as 
CBOT employees ended their day and head­
ed off to enjoy a three-day weekend, Chicago 
Tank personnell began their three-day weekend. 
Work began by running over 1,000 feet of air 
hose from the diesel compressor on the ground 
level in, around and throughout the building 
to power the equipment on the 43rd floor and 
access the tank. 

Work began by draining, cleaning and dry­
ing the tank. Abrasive blasting began around 9 
p.m. Friday night. The tan'k was sprayed at 3 
a.m. on Saturday morning, tested by Sunday 
morning and ready on Monday, one full day 
ahead of schedule. No contingency plans were 
needed - the job went as planned . To this 
day, the coating has required no maintenance 
whatsoever. 
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As we talked they recalled the Harris Bank Building. 
A cooling tower basin over 100 feet long had been leak­
ing and Chicago Tank was asked to bid on the project. 
Unfortunately the job was awarded to another contractor, 

"However," recalls Warren, "I remember getting a call 
about a year later that there was a problem with the new 
coating. I went down to inspect the basin and could take 
a piece of the coating and simply peel it off like a banana 
skin." The entire coating required removal. "And, we had 
to do it in the winter time," Warren told us. He weVlt on to 
say that there were now holes in the basin and the coat­
ing was difficult to remove. The job was completed and 
much to their credi,t, there has not been a problem 'since, 

So, we had heard about the most challenging job, 
The next question: Who holds the oldest tank lining that 
you have done? Warren answered, "One of our oldest 
tank linings that we know of is in a concrete tank at CBS. 
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(TOP) Preparations begin for installation of the Pool Armor lining in the
 
Peninsula Hotel. A before picture of the stairs entering the pool and an after
 
picture (inset) of the stairs once the lining is installed.
 
(BOTTOM) A view of the pool once the installation is completed.
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We lined it some time in 1980,
 
Ken remembered that the tank
 
was over a recording studio and
 
they put a red light in the room,
 
Whenever the red light turned on,
 
we had to stop operations, "The
 
coating has never required an
 
ounce of maintenance and will out­

last all of us," Warren added,
 

"People constantly under­
estimate what can be done with 
the new materials on the mar­
ket today," Warren said, Which 
is one of the problems Chicago 
Tank faces, "We're running out of 
tanks," Warren quips. 

Most recently Warren received 
an unusual call from the Peninsula 
Hotel in New York. They had a 
very old steel pool that had been 
lined with some type of fiberglass 
material that had failed in various 
areas. "I've never seen a standard 
fiberglass system work well in a 
pool," Warren told us. 

The Peninsula was unable 
to find anyone who knew what 
to do with the pool and they had 
heard about Chicago Tank Lining 
after the company had complet­
ed work at the Peninsula here 
in Chicago. New York sent pho­
tos and dimensions and Warren 
wrote up a detailed specification of 
what he thought should be done. 
Branching out beyond tank linings, 
Warren wrote the specification 
using their proprietary new product 
called Pool Armor. 

"The next thing I knew, they 
wanted to know how fast I could 
fly out to review the pool," Warren 
met with about a dozen people 
from architects to project manag­
ers, building owners and engineers 
and a local artist. The Peninsula 
had commissioned the artist to 
create a unique pattern in the pool, 
After explaining to the artist that 
normal paint could not be used 
because of the harsh environment 
in a chlorinated pool, Warren was 
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Chicago Tank Lining was consulted when the lining of the pool in the Peninsula Hotel, 
New York, was peeling off in chunks. It was not clear how to fix the problem. 

The pool is emptied and prepared for its new lining. The project has been a success 
and everyone involved is very pleased with the results. 

Guests at the Peninsula Hotel, New York, can enjoy a leisurely swim in the newly lined 
pool. 
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able to figure out a way to accom­
plish the artist's goals with dif­
ferent colors and grades of Pool 
Armor, but time was short. 

"The Peninsula was under the 
gun in terms of getting the work 
done. I put together a detailed 
specification and budget plan and 
got a call from the architect with 
the go-ahead," Warren told us. 
Unfortunately, the artistic design 
the Peninsula wanted would have 
added additional days to the time­
line so it had to be left out. The 

Pictured above, Warren Brand is seen doing an underwater repair with Pool Armor. 
Warren has been YMCA and PADA certified in order to wear scuba gear to perform 
such repairs. 

project was completed and the us through until the next time we believe, lies in servicing their exist­
pool put back into service within can get into the pool to conduct ing customer Ibase, finding new 
two weeks. proper repairs. customers, and expanding into 

One of the advantages of Over the years, Chicago Tank swimming pools. We found it hard 
Pool Armor is that it can be Lining has gone from lining small, to believe that during our trip down 
repaired underwater. "It's not backyard tanks to lining under­ Michigan Avenue it was nearly 
easy," Warren told us. "And it's ground gasoline tanks, hot and impossible to pass a building, or 
not the most beautiful repair, but cold water tanks and everything certainly a block, that Chicago 
it's functional and will typically get in between. But their future, they Tank Lining had not worked in. 
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